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Mad Tom; 


OR, THE 


BARD of BATH. 


Fillicock fat upon Pillicock Hill) 
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I; it ſnauld be ſuundd heutſfiry that br 
Author reveal his name, I muſt perforce ſub- 
O24JUT Od 3 

mit, and, though ſorely againſt my will, break 
through the bounds of modeſty; as to the fol · 
lowing trifle, according to a Canting Phraſe, 
I is not worth the telling one's name for; and there 


is another that ſays, I is unwiſe to tell one's 


name 


$ name to every fool; but through the circle of my 
| rene Till polo there is hee fe 
mong them all, therefore I ſhall remain heed- 
leſs ſhould he know my name or not, and 
ö 5 ſubſcribe myſelf his humble Servant, N Al 
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To thee fair Goddeſs of the reeking ſpring. 7 om oT 
That in the heated veins of carth reſides | 
I bend—and to that perſevering maid? {'- | {1:11 
Whoſe arm induſtrioug;þeats her marble: ſides d word bob. 
Till from. her ſtomach ſhe emits her warm 999 
1 diſtillation to thek!) 
Purge the clog d. hrain, ili it: with numbere flo 
Pure as thy ſtream. - Diffuſe around, dear nymph, 

Thy various bleſſings, and with ſkill profound 

Eradicate at once each ſecret il m_ 

That lies corroding in the human breaſt. 
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Survey yond' pale inhoſpitable ſorm Sd 4, 
Whoſe breaſt be-chill'd with penury and fear, 


With es fulpidour\henk hüt never mbH. / \ 


Shou'd wretched poverty or ſhould virtuous woe 


Solicit pity with expiring tongues, 


Throw up thy fluids of the warmeſt vein, 
To mollify his zoritfiagion lebt:: 01e. * 


Untie the ſtrings obdutate; chat in fretful knees 
Bind up the ſource that ſhould Jet merey flowy! . 
And ſhew himwhat it ista be A m eee LAT 


Come peace, come health, and all the chearful throng Ir 


Of roſy ſpirits, link d wich harmony tolina gion He: 


And curs d be Re that breaks the golden ye. 
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Bemiſts the meadows of the lovely dale 
While herds lay liſt ning to the nightingale. 
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Sr ILL was the night end in her ſplendid reigagg 
The palid Moon with all her-Glver train 

Bent her ſtarry way, and with potent beams 

Rous'd from his wayward and: deluſive dream 

The frantic bard—when from, his bed he le | 

To dell, or den, or where the chilly dew. A Let 
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With haſty ſteps ſometimes he'd fleet along 

r how he fave, or mope, or fing Hs ſong. 
* Or near the ſkirting of ſome wood he'd ſtroll 
And chaſe the bat, i the midnight owl. 
Then to the brake he · ri run wich t mad ni 
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And decorate his head with many a weed ; 


With wale 


ok 


To play the King and put on Majeſty ; 
The Brain inflam'd, he firait began to rave, ©” © 
And call'd each tree his diſobedient ſlave, | 


{ x #% 
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Upon a time, when weating out the night, © 


He'd prowl'd until the Eaſt with _ 
Reveal'd Aurora in her auburn car 
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And in her frontlet ſhone a radiant ſtar 0 
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r4illy, bah ruſn or with erg P. K. 


Form a fantaſtic incoherent dreſs; 


And then to brain-· created forms he'd try 
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The lark proclaim'd the Day—from-ev'ty tree 
Was heard a various kind of melody ; 

But Philomel more ſecret in his'love 

Sought the deep gloom of a ſequeſterd grove. 
Cynthia reſign'd reluctantly her reign; 

And left à rhyming furor in the brain 

Of poor Mad Tom for ſhe etithron'd prefides 
Over the brain of Madmen and of tides. 

Malignant was her purpoſe ſure to men, 


When leaving of the ſky, ſhe drop d a pen, 
As if ſhe meant it meerly in deſpite, 


That all the world might ſee, how Madmen write. 
From brake from dell, from ſedgy brook or ſpring, 
He hy'd away on giddy fancy's wing; 
He ſought the city and he join d the croẽ d. 
To laſh the guilty or deplume the proud. 
0 Pe Let 
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Let each Bathonjlwwiſitabe . B 10 416 au 
Save gentle W- dy iat e G D N 
Whoſe eyes could quel a Madman in his rage. 


And lim d his heart, [though winkl'd Oer with age. 


Should ſhe perchanee the guy pyrade to trip 


View but his haggard eye and quivering lip, ! 


The hand oſſicidus where there is no need. 
A tongue that far out- Tuns all 'reaſon's ſpecd. 
With Capricornian jeſtures he will exxy 
To captivate her bright EUeretia yr. 
While like a Tarquin he would'faiti beguile | 


And thinks it love; ſhou'd The diſguſted mile. ip 


But when ſhe quits-the variegated train, nl nid mon 
The foul fiend haunts him, and his heated brain 


1s fill d with numbers; and in-zigrag rhymes”! 


He ſtands a Cenſor to re ſorm the times: r 


In rude-wrought couplets, diſſonant and wild, 


The incoherent raptures of a child, 


One 
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One — Ri WE Wkitdh, patio tel rl dis 
A raving, rhynritg. 3 amn ůZñ 0) uid 107 
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Strange are the. whims, the fancies,” adawraba 
And vague antipathids of Lunatick ?: 
But when the minds unſettrd in ditreſ , 1111 lh 
The walk, the Ido the colour or the dress [19.1 
If tall or ſhort r bat ma thought # prig 
rt er © 940 II 
To make the incahereney complete” | nf 1 210” cohon GT 
That Lord's a nee he prove n Ove 1 
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| For wanting moderation, hey de Fol- 
Sbou d wit prove q; and An, ton coſtive muſe, |. - | 
Why give us traſk and ſubſtitute abuſe 


Why rave like Buckhorle, hen you ſplaſni a Peer, 


Why ſhock our ſenſes, and, diſturb the caryo. © 
MT” C2 Wich 


With lines diſgracing all | he/bl 
Nor bluſh to own the filthy er einge, 
If write you muſt, be this your future plan 
Let it be done with prudence like a man. 7 5 102 
And while you try your betters todiſgrac g, 
Be ſure you gaurd your on detractive face, | 
Leſt the vile dirt ſhould on-yourfelfirecoth! i: 1 ot 
And all your boaſted) baſtard laurels ſpoil...; 10/7. 10 ([-7 (1 
If like a Toad your venom you muſt ſpit 0777 
To poiſon minds, and call chat venom wit, 1 
If you wou d wiſh a ſuhjeqt to portray, yy 
Or try to fright your neighbours peace away, 
Let ſubjects like you ell theiverſe adorn; n 
For ſuch are only ſit for public ſornn 507 1997 107 
When rea ſon quits us forever find 91019 im L ο,j˖ç:ͤ 
All things run counteriinthehiman mine 
For ſancy's pilotteveriprovesa'flave 11 


And like the foaming agitated wave 02 4 01 vo 
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Can find no reſt, but tous d by every breeze. 4! 
Strangers for ever to an hour of eaſe... WD « i 9146290 © 21 


New ſcenes of wonder ſtarts up every dax 
And all aſtoniſh'd life. glides,ſwift a Wynn 
By bards of old it often has been ſung b. 
That mills have ground the vldeſt hade young · 
So S—v—n touching her harmonig ſtring s 
Call'd back old Time, and pinioging his wins 
Filld the mad hard with Juch.extaticjoy i; tt ont bod 
That ſtrait we ſound him turm d into a boy! 


23;ovds bas ODU! 2 rom va 
What has 8 Ainlsslbe elocl 10 n ad UV 
Should feel the ſpatierin of lm te +1 +1 +1 
The dirty rubbiſh, andthe low abuſe... ov 11s 2 1 
Thrown by the ſcavjnges,of a dich muß. 
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Is it becauſe 6— — a. „ne ar bait © A 
Is it becauſe ſhe's ever. ſure to teri ttt 19G 
Where merit calls? ſhould lingering deſpair 

Implore for aid,'|y4w fee Ly there: 4 
Is it becauſe with fortune the is edu i 
And deals it out munificently/ wund 7ꝛ/ꝛ/ꝛ 41 HH 
Is it becauſe het'bouimies' awe difplaid'' 3 aver elm wit 
To every poor and/tieedy wreteh's Wd 2 (210! 1 7 © 00 
If theſe are motives, fure tt heatt is BYa,* 00 1 
And ſure that brain" that Poets brain id Madl!!! 
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Ah, pity then his turpitude and rhymes, 


The tricks of fools and MdL at&t critics cit 100 


But like the child, —— [99% DILONE 
This errs from frenzy, that Rupidity: 1 N UM i 
The muſe too he homage Sd; yd ] 


O elſe ſhe thinks poor Tom poſſeſſ d of both; 


But 
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To ſhew the foul ingredience of the heart. 
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But wayward ever is a mon ſtruck mind, 
And fo the poor be wilde d Tom's defin- d. Jes, > "a 
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On, for a bell and · ratile to appeaſe 1 


The child, and keep him filent and ut e aſs, hut 


Let dulneſs nurſe him in het leaden lap 

And feed her favrite battling well with'pap; 0 
Some ſtrong narcotic keep the portion down 3-1 tus bund, 

In pity to her bantling and the tod -r ij 


That he no more his follies may expoſe 1 
Or try to break the rational repoſe. 
Of thoſe who pity and too oft deſpiſe 
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The horrid geſtures and the fretful cries 
That riſe from madnefs, petulantce and ſpleen 
With jaundice eye, and acrimony green, | 
Such as frank nature chuſes to impart | 


When 


48 ] 


| When night breaks in and drays a veil betwec, | | | 
The eyes of virtue and each vicious ſcenes, |» 


When ſtews unfold and proſlitution reigns, 


4 In allies dark, and ſecret holds obſcene, ' ' - ! 
1 There Tom for ever aſter prey is ſeen; | 
eme 
| | | Some unſuſpeRing child of, modelly, 
| | Who knows no vice, not yet ſuſpects a wrong. 


Pleas d with a toy, and ſings the laſt new ſong : 
There will he ply and practice all his wiles 
Till he che hapleſs innocent beguiles 
Then leave her on refleGtion's page to pore, ; My ON 

Who never read reſlection's book before, | . - 

Who never felt a ſorrow rd baut iN 


To drink of ſorrow to eternity! 


But 
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But Tom's a Madman what can more be ſaid, 
The fault lies ſolely in the poor man's head ; | 
Then let the creature write, and rave and rail, 2 "I 
And all the world ſhall titter at bis Tale. 
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